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From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



(continued.) 



Fairfax County Resolutions.* 

Fairfax Resolutions, 18 July, 1774. 

[Endorsed] 

For George Washington Esqr. 

& 

Charles Broadwater Gent. 

At a general Meeting of the Freeholders & Inhabitants of 
the County of Fairfax, at the Court House in the Town 
of Alexandria on Monday the 18th day of July 1774 — 
George Washington Esq'r Chairman 
Robert Harrison Gent. Clerk of the said Meeting 

1st. Resolved, that this Colony and Dominion of Virginia 
cannot be considered as a Conquered Country: and if it was 
that the present Inhabitants are the descendants, not of the 
Conquered, but of the Conquerors. — That the same was not 
settled at the National expence of England, but at the private 
expence of the Adventurers, our Ancestors, by Solemn Com- 
pact with, and under the auspices and protection of the, British 
Crown; upon which we are in every respect, as Dependent, 
as the People of Great Britain, and in the same manner sub- 
ject to all his Majesties just, legal, and Constitutional prerog- 
atives. 



♦These resolutions were written by George Mason. They have been 
printed in Miss Rowland's, Life of George Mason, appendix to Vol. I, 
(see also pp. 172-173). and probably elsewhere; but it is not believed 
that this is a reason for omitting such a notable document from this 
series. 
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That our Ancestors, when they left their Native Land, and 
settled in America, brought with them (even, If the same had 
not been confirmed by Charters) the Civil Constitution and 
form of Government of the Country they came from: And 
were by the Laws of Nature & Nations, entitled to all its 
priviledges, immunities and advantages : which have descended 
to us, their Posterity, and ought of right, to be as fully en- 
joyed, as if we had still continued within the Realm of Eng- 
land. 

2d Resolved, That the most important and valuable part 
of the British Constitution, upon which, its very existence 
depends, is the fundamental principle, of the peoples being 
Governed, by no Laws, to which they have not given their 
Consent, by Representatives freely chosen by themselves : who 
are affected by the Laws they enact, equally with their Con- 
stituents : to whom they are accountable, and whose Burthens 
they share: In which consists the Safety and Happiness of 
the Community. For, If this part of the Constitution was 
taken away, or materially altered, the Government must degen- 
erate, either into an absolute and despotic Monarchy, or a 
Tyrannical Aristocracy, and the freedom of the People be 
annihilated. 

3d Resolved, therefore, as the Inhabitants of the American 
Colonies, are not, and from their Situation, cannot be repre- 
sented in the British Parliament, That the Legislative power 
here, can of right be Exercised only by our provincial Assem- 
blies or Parliaments; Subject to the Assent or Negative of 
the British Crown, to be declared within some proper limited 
Time. But as it was thought just, and Reasonable, that the 
People of Great Britain should reap Advantages from the 
Colonies, — adequate to the protection they Afforded them; 
The British Parliament have claimed and Exercised the power 
of regulating our Trade & Commerce, so as to restrain our 
Importing from foreign Countries, such Articles as they could 
furnish us with, of their own Growth or Manufacture, or Ex- 
porting to foreign Countries, such Articles and portions of 
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our produce, as Great Britain stood in need of, for her own 
Consumption or Manufacturers. Such a power, directed with 
Wisdom and moderation, seems necessary for the general good 
of that great Body Politic, of which we are a part; altho in 
some degree repugnant to the principles of the Constitution. 
Under this Idea, our Ancestors submitted to it. The Ex- 
perience of more than a Century, during the Government of 
his Majesties Royal Predecessors, hath proved its utility: and 
the reciprocal benefits flowing from it, produced mutual, un- 
interrupted Harmony and good will, between the Inhabitants 
of Great Britain and her Colonies ; who during that long period, 
allways Considered themselves, as one and the same people; 
and tho' such a power is capable of abuse, and in some in- 
stances hath been stretched beyond the Original design and 
institution; Yet to avoid Strife and Contention with our fel- 
low Subjects, and strongly impressed with the Experience of 
mutual benefits, we allways chearfully acquiesced in It, while 
the Intire regulation of our Internal policy, and Giving & 

Granting our own money, were preserved to our own provin- 
cial Legislatures. 

4th Resolved, That it is the duty of these Colonies, on all 
emergencies, to Contribute, in proportion to their Abilities,, 
situation and Circumstances, to the necessary charge of Sup- 
porting and defending the British Empire, of which they are 
a part. That while we are treated upon an equal footing 
with our fellow Subjects, the motives of self interest and pre- 
servation, will be a sufficient Obligation, as was evident thro' 
the course of the last War; and that no argument can be 
fairly applied, to the British Parliament's taxing us, upon a 
presumption, that we should refuse, a just and reasonable Con- 
tribution, but will equally Operate, in justification, of the 
Executive power's Taxing the people of England, upon a 
Supposition, of their Representatives refusing, to Grant the 
necessary Supplies. 

5th Resolved, That the claim, lately assumed and exercised 
by the British Parliament, of making all such Law as they 
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think fit, to Govern the people of these Colonies, and to Ex- 
tort from us, our money, without our Consent, is not only 
diametrically contrary to the first principles of the Consti- 
tution, and the Original Compacts, by which we are dependent 
upon the British Crown & Government, but is totally incom- 
patible with the priviledges of a free people, and the natural 
rights of mankind: will render our own Legislatures, merely 
nominal and nugatory, and is calculated, to reduce us, from 
a state of freedom & happiness, to Slavery & misery. 

6th Resolved, That Taxation, and Representation, are in 
their nature inseparable: That the right of withholding, or 
Giving & Granting their own money is the only effectual 
Security to a free People, against the Incroachments of Des- 
potism, & Tyranny, and that whenever they yield the one, 
they must quickly fall a prey to the other. 

7th Resolved, that the powers over the people of America, 
now claimed by the British House of Commons, in whose 
Election, we have no share; on whose determinations, we 
can have no Influence; whose Information, must be always 
defective, and often false: who in many instances, may have 
a separate, and in some, an opposite Interest to ours ; and who 
are removed from those Impressions of Tenderness & Compas- 
sion, arising from personal intercourse, and Connexions, which 
soften the rigours of the most dispotick Governments, must, 
if Continued, Establish the most grievous and intolerable 
species of Tyranny, and Oppression, that was ever Inflicted 
upon Mankind. 

8th Resolved, That it is our greatest wish and Inclination, 
as well as Interest, forever to Continue our Connexion with, 
and dependence upon the British Government: But tho we 
are its Subjects, we will use every means, which Heaven hath 
given us, to prevent our becoming its slaves. 

9th Resolved, That there is a premeditated design and Sys- 
tem, formed and pursued by the British Ministry, to Introduce 
an Arbitrary Government into his Majesty's American Do- 
minions; to which end they are Artfully prejudicing our 
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Sovereign, and Inflaming the minds of our Fellow Subjects 
in Great Britain, by propagating the most malevolent false- 
hoods : particularly that there is an Intention in the American 
Colonies, to set up for Independent States ; Endeavoring at 
the same time, by various Acts of Violence and Oppression; 
by sudden and repeated Dissolutions of our Assemblies, when- 
ever they presume to examine the Illegality of Ministerial 
Mandates, or deliberate on the violated rights of their Con- 
stituents; and by breaking in upon the American Charters, 
to reduce us to a State of desperation, and dissolve the Origi- 
nal Compacts, by which our Ancestors bound themselves, and 
their posterity, to remain dependent upon the British Crown; 
which measures unless effectually counteracted, will end in the 
ruin, of both Great Britain and her Colonies. 

ioth Resolved, That the Several Acts of Parliament, for 
raising a Revenue upon the people of America, without their 
Consent; the creating new and dangerous Jurisdictions here; 
The taking away our Trials by Juries ; The Ordering persons 
upon Criminal Accusations, to be tryed in another Country 
than that, in which the Fact is charged to have been Com- 
mitted; The Act Inflicting Ministerial Vengance upon the 
Town of Boston, and the two Bills lately brought into Parlia- 
ment, for abrogating the Charter of the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, and for the protection and encouragement of 
Murderers in the said Province, are part of the above men- 
tioned, inquitous System. That the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Boston, are now Suffering in the Common cause of all 
British America, and are justly Intitled to its Support and 
Assistance; and Therefore that a Subscription ought imme- 
diately to be opened, and proper persons appointed in every 
County in this Colony, to purchase provisions, and Consign 
them to some Gentlemen of Character in Boston, to be dis- 
tributed among the poorer sort of People there. 

nth Resolved, That we will Cordially Join with our Friends 
& Brethren of this, and the other Colonies, in such measures 
as shall be judged most effectual, for procuring a Redress 
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of our Grievances; and that upon obtaining such redress, If 
the Destruction of the Tea at Boston, be regarded, as an In- 
vasion of private property, we shall be willing to Contribute, 
towards paying the East India Company, the Value; But as 
we Consider the said Company, as the Tools and Instruments 
of Oppression in the hands of Government, and the cause of 
our present distress, It is the Opinion of this meeting, that 
the people of these Colonies should forbear all further deal- 
ings with them; by refusing to purchase any of their Mer- 
chandize, untill that peace, safety and good Order, which they 
have disturbed, be perfectly restored. And that all Tea now 
in this Colony, or which shall be imported into it, shipped 
before the first day of Sept'r next, shou'd be deposited in some 
Store House, to be Appointed by the respective Committees 
of each County, untill a Sufficient sum of money be raised 
by Subscription, to reimburse the owners, the Value, and then 
to be publickly burnt and destroyed ; and if the same shall not 
be paid for, and destroyed, as aforesaid, That it remain in 
the custody of the said Committees, at the risque of the own- 
ers, untill the Act of Parliament, imposing a Duty upon it, 
for raising a Revenue in America, be repealed; and immedi- 
ately afterwards be delivered, unto the Several proprietors 
thereof, their Agents or Attorneys. 

12th Resolved, That, nothing will so much Contribute, to 
defeat the Pernicious designs of the Common Ennemies of 
Great Britain & her Colonies, as a firm union of the latter; 
who ought to regard every Act of Violence or Oppression, in- 
flicted upon any one of them, as aimed at all ; and to Effect 
this desirable purpose, that a Congress should be appointed, 
to Consist of deputies from all the Colonies to concert a Gen- 
eral & uniform plan, for the Defence and preservation of our 
Common rights, and Continuing the Connection and depend- 
ence of the said Colonies upon Great Britain, under a just, 
lenient, permanent, and constitutional form of Governmet. 

13th Resolved, That our most sincere & cordial thanks be 
given to the Patrons and Friends of Liberty in Great Britain, 
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for their Spirited & Patriotic conduct, in support of our Con- 
stitutional rights & priviledges, and their generous efforts, to 
prevent the present distress & Calamity of America. 

14th Resolved. That every little jarring interest & dispute, 
which has ever happened, between these Colonies, should be 
buried in eternal Oblivion; that all manner of Luxury and 
extravagance, ought immediately to be laid aside, as totally 
inconsistent, with the threatning and gloomy prospect before 
us; that it is the Indispensable duty of all the Gentlemen & 
men of fortune, to set examples of temperance, fortitude, 
frugality and Industry : and give every encouragement in their 
power, particularly, by Subscriptions & premiums to the Im- 
provement of Arts & Manufacturers in America; That great 
care and Attention, should be had, to the Cultivation of Flax, 
Cotton and other materials for Manufactures: and we recom- 
mend it to such of the Inhabitants, who have large Stocks of 
Sheep, to sell to their Neighbours at a Moderate price, as the 
most certain means of speedily increasing our breed of Sheep, 
and quantity of Wool. 

15th Resolved. That until American Grievances be re- 
dressed, by restoration of our just rights and priviledges, no 
Goods or Merchandize whatsoever, ought to be imported into 
this Colony, which shall be shipped from Great Britain, after 
the first day of September next, Except Linnens not exceed- 
ing fifteen pence pr yard, coarse Woolen Cloth, not exceeding 
Two shillings Sterling pr yard, Nails, Wire and Wire Cards, 
Needles & Pins, paper, Salt petre & Medicines, which may be 
imported, untill the first day of September, One thousand 
Seven Hundred & Seventy Six. And, If any Goods or Mer- 
chandize, other than those hereby excepted, should be shipped 
from Great Britain, after the time aforesaid, to this Colony, 
that the same immediately upon their Arrival, should either 
be sent back again, by the Owners, their Agents, or Attorneys, 
or Stored, and deposited in some Warehouse, to be appointed 
by the Committee of each respective County, and there kept, 
at the risque and charge of the Owners, to be delivered to 
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them, their Agents or Factors, when a free importation of 
Goods hither shall take place. And that the Merchants & 
Venders of Goods & Merchandize, within this Colony, ought 
not to take advantage of our present distress, but continue to 
sell the Goods & Merchandize which they now have, or which 
may be shipped to them, before the first day of September 
next, at the same rates and prices, they have been accustomed 
to do, within One Year last past; And if any person shall 
sell such Goods or any other terms, than above expressed, 
That no Inhabitant of this Colony, should at any time forever 
thereafter deal with him, his Agent, factor or Storekeeper, 
for any Commodity whatsoever. 

16th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
the Merchants and Venders of Goods and Merchandize, within 
this Colony, should take an Oath, not to sell or dispose of 
any Goods or Merchandize whatsoever, which may be shipped 
from Great Britain, after the first day of September next as 
aforesaid, Except the Articles before Excepted: And that 
they will, upon receipt of such prohibited Goods, either send 
the same, back again by the first Opportunity, or deliver them 
to the Committees in the respective Counties, to be deposited 
in some Warehouse, at the risque and charge of the owners, 
until they, their Agents, or Factors shall be Permitted, to take 
them away by the said Committees ; That the names of those 
who shall refuse to take such Oath, be Advertized by the 
respective Committees, in the Counties, wherein they reside. 
And to the end that the Inhabitants of this Colony may know 
what Merchants & Venders of Goods & Merchandize, shall 
have taken such Oath, That the respective Committees should 
grant a Certificate thereof, to every such person who shall 
take the same. 

17th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this meeting, that 
during our present difficulties and distress, no Slaves ought 
to be imported into any of the British Colonies on this Conti- 
nent. And we take this Opportunity of declaring our most 
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earnest wishes, to see an entire Stop forever put to such a 
Wicked, Cruel & unnatural Trade. 

18th Resolved, that no kind of Lumber should be Exported 
from this Colony to the West Indies, untill America be re- 
stored to her Constitutional rights and Liberties. If the other 
Colonies will accede to a like resolution ; and that it be recom- 
mended to the General Congress, to appoint as early a day 
as possible, for Stoping such export. 

19th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this meeting, If 
American Grievances be not redressed, before the first day of 
November, One Thousand seven Hundred & Seventy five, 
That all Exports of produce from the Severar Colonies to 
Great Britain, should cease; And to carry the said Resolu- 
tion more effectually into Execution, that we will not plant 
or Cultivate any Tobacco after the Crop now growing: pro- 
vided the same Measure shall be adopted by the other Colonies 
on this Continent, as well those who have heretofore made 
Tobacco, as those who have not. And it is our Opinion also, 
If the Congress of Deputies from the several Colonies, shall 
adopt the Measure of Non Exportation to Great Britain, as 
the people will be thereby disabled from paying their Debts, 
that no Judgment should be rendered by the Courts in the 
said Colonies, for any Debt, after Information of the said 
Measures being determined upon. 

20th Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
a solemn Covenant and Assotiation, should be entered into 
by the Inhabitants of all the Colonies upon Oath, that they 
will not after the times, which shall be respectively agreed 
on, at the General Congress, Export any manner of Lumber 
to the West Indies, nor any of their produce to Great Britain, 
or sell or dispose of the same, to any person who shall not 
have entered into the said Covenant & Association: and also, 
that they will not import or Receive any Goods or Merchan- 
dize, which shall be Shipped from Great Britain, after the first 
day of September next, other than the before enumerated Ar- 
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tides; nor buy or purchase any Goods, except as before ex- 
cepted, of any person whatsoever, who shall not have taken 
the Oath, herein before recommended to be taken, by the 
Merchants & Venders of Goods; nor buy or purchase any 
Slaves hereafter imported, into any Part of this Continent, 
untill a free exportation and Importation be again resolved 
on, by a Majority of the Representatives or Deputies of the 
Colonies, And that the Respective Committees of the Counties 
in each Colony, so soon as the Covenant and Association shall 
become General, Publish by Advertisements in their Several 
Counties, a list of the names of those (If any such there shall 
be) who will not accede thereto; That such Traitors to their 
Country, may be publickly known & detested. 

2 ist Resolved. That it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
this and the other Associating Colonies, should break off all 
Trade, Intercourse & dealing, with that Colony, Province or 
Town, which shall decline or refuse to agree to the plan, 
which shall be Adopted by the General Congress. 

22d Resolved. That should the Town of Boston, be forced 
to submit, to the late Cruel and Oppressive Measures of Gov- 
ernment, That we shall not hold the same to be binding upon 
us; but will, notwithstanding, religiously maintain & inviola- 
bly Adhere, to such measures as shall be concerted by the 
General Congress, for the preservation of our Lives, liberties 
& fortunes. 

23. Resolved. That it be Recommended to the Deputies of 
the General Congress, to draw up and Transmit, an humble 
and Dutiful Petition & Remonstrance to his Majesty, Assert- 
ing with decent firmness, our just & constitutional rights and 
priviledges; lamenting the fatal necessity of being compelled 
to enter into measures disgusting to his Majesty and his 
Parliament, or injurious to our fellow Subjects in Great Bri- 
tain; declaring in the strongest Terms, our duty and Affec- 
tion to his Majesties person, family & Government, and our 
desire forever to Continue our dependence upon Great Britain ; 
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And most humbly Conjuring & beseeching his Majesty, not 
to reduce his faithful Subjects of America, to a State of des- 
peration, and to reflect, that from our Sovereign, there can be 
but one Appeal, and It is the Opinion of this Meeting, that 
after such Petition & Remonstrance shall have been presented 
to his Majesty, the same should be printed in the public 
Papers, in all the Principal Towns in Great Britain. 

24th Resolved, That George Washington Esquire and 
Charles Broadwater Gent, lately Elected our Representatives, 
to serve in the General Assembly, attend the Convention at 
Williamsburg, on the first day of August, next, and present 
these Resolves, as the Sense of the people of this County, 
upon the measures proper to be taken in the present alarming 
and dangerous Situation of America. 

25th Resolved, That George Washington Esq'r, John West, 
George Mason, William Ramsay, William Rumney, George 
Gilpin, Rob't Hanson Harrison, John Carlyle, Rob't Adam, 
John Dalton, Philip Alexander, James Kirk, Wm. Brown, 
Cha's Broadwater, William Payne, Martin Cockburn, Lee 
Massey, William Hartshome, Tho's Triplet, Charles Alexan- 
der, Thomas Pollard, Townshend Dade jr, Edward Payne, 
Henry Gunnell & Thomas Lewis, be a Committee of this 
County ; That they or a Majority of them, on any emergency, 
have power to call a General Meeting, and to Concert & Adopt 
such Measures as may be thought most expedient and Neces- 
sary. 

26th Resolved, that a Copy of these proceedings, be Trans- 
mitted to the Printers at Williamsburg to be Published. 

Robt. Harrison, Clk. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 



